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Epictetus3
Epictetus' evidence comes to us, closely transcribed by Arrian, from Nicopolis in around the year 108 CE, as Millar's clever detective work makes clear.4
He therefore marks something of a false start in this story of second-century philosophers because he precedes most of the others discussed here by a good half-century. In Discourses 4.7, "On Freedom from Fear," Epictetus begins as follows: When one comes into the presence of a tyrant, what is it that instills fear? Is it the guards with their weapons? No, a small child coming into the presence of the tyrant would not be afraid, because the child does not feel the presence of the guards (4.7.2). Nor would fear be felt by someone coming towards the tyrant with the express purpose of being killed (4.7.3). A person, then, whose goal is neither particularly to prolong their life nor to die should not be afraid either (4.7.4). Again, one should reckon material possessions -and children and wife -as nothing; one has nothing to fear from losing them (4.7.5). Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. They are mere counters with which one plays the game, not the game itself. This is entirely consistent with one of the main thrusts of Epictetus' philosophy -namely, that that which is not in our power (what is 'aprohairetic') does not belong to us.
He then asks the question:
If someone can then be so disposed towards these things by madness, or by habit like the Galileans, then cannot someone learn by reason and proof that God has made all things in the world as well as the world itself, whole and unhindered and self-determining, and at the same time with its parts arranged for the needs of the whole?
Εἶτα ὑπὸ μανίας μὲν δύναταί τις οὕτως διατεθῆναι πρὸς ταῦτα καὶ ὑπὸ ἔθους οἱ Γαλιλαῖοι· ὑπὸ λόγου δὲ καὶ ἀποδείξεως οὐδεὶς δύναται μαθεῖν, ὅτι ὁ θεὸς πάντα πεποίηκεν τὰ ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ καὶ αὐτὸν τὸν κόσμον ὅλον μὲν ἀκώλυτον καὶ αὐτοτελῆ, τὰ ἐν μέρει δ' αὐτοῦ πρὸς χρείαν τῶν ὅλων; (Discourses 4.7.6) Leaving aside Epictetus' main point here, we can consider his passing remark about the Galileans. First, there cannot be much doubt that the reference is
